ABOUT OUR ADJUDICATORS  
Advisors 

(in the order that they will adjudicate the 7 Drama Fest sessions from 7 – 19 April 2011) 

Dr. Peter Jordan  The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts 

	Dr. Peter Jordan is a theatre director and actor. He is Head of Acting of the School of Drama at the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts.




Mr. William Yip Founder & Artistic Director Theatre Noir
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	Mr. William Yip, Founder & Artistic Director of Theatre Noir, is also the Founding Board Member of the Smart Education Charitable Foundation, Guest Lecturer of the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts – School of Theatre and Entertainment Arts, and has been the Adjudicator of the Hong Kong School Drama Festival since 2005. He is also a co-author of the “Learning English through Drama” published by the Oxford University Press in 2009. William is a veteran stage director, actor, translator and producer. He has directed more than 50 theatrical performances, including musicals, theatre repertoires, original plays and experimental works.


Mr. Stephen Cooley  NET Section, EDB
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	Mr. Stephen Cooley is originally from Westchester County, New York. He has been living in Hong Kong for over 10 years and is currently working as a Regional NET Coordinator at the Native-speaking English Teacher (NET) Section of the Education Bureau, where he enjoys organising English programmes and competitions for students and conducting professional development workshops for secondary English teachers. Before coming to Hong Kong, Mr Cooley taught English in New York and Japan.  He worked as a NET for eight years at Chinese YMCA College in Ma On Shan, where he organised inter-class poetry and drama competitions every year. For these competitions, he adapted narrative poems, fairy tales and traditional Chinese fables and folk tales for the stage.



Mr. Simon Tham  former Head of NET Section, EDB 
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	Mr. Simon Tham has more than 30 years of extensive experience in English language and literature teaching, teacher training, curriculum development, inspection and was Head of the NET Section in the Hong Kong Education Bureau. He has a great interest in and love for language arts, especially poetry, drama and speech.

Simon Tham is now retired and works freelance as an English language advisor and consultant.




Mr. Ko Tin Lung  Artistic Director Chung Ying Theatre Company
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	Appointed as Artistic Director of the Chung Ying Theatre since 1993, Mr. Ko Tin Lung has written and directed a number of outstanding productions, recent works include Tuesdays with Morrie and For You are with Me. Mr. Ko has received numerous awards, including the Stage Director of the Year Award from the Hong Kong Artists Guild in 1991, the Ten Years Outstanding Achievement Award from the Hong Kong Federation of Drama Societies in 1994 and Best Director for his directorial work in The School and I in the 4th Hong Kong Drama Awards. In 2006, he received awards in the Secretary for Home Affairs’ Commendation Scheme in recognition of his outstanding contribution to Hong Kong arts and cultural development.

Mr. Ko is currently the chairman of Arts Promotion Committee, chairman of Drama Group & member of strategy committee of Hong Kong Arts Development Council, an advisory board member of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department, School of Drama of The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts and the Radio Television Hong Kong, as well as executive committee member of the Hong Kong Federation of Drama Societies and Chairman of Arts.



Mrs. Rosana Chong  Head of NET Section, Education Bureau
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	Mrs. Rosana Chong has more than 30 years of experience in English language teaching, teacher education, and curriculum development.  Her wide and varied exposure to a whole range of learning environment and learning/teaching strategies has given her much insight into the art of language learning, which naturally includes poetry and drama.  Mrs. Chong is currently Head of the NET Section in the Hong Kong Education Bureau, a section which incidentally boasts a strong team of Advisory Teachers and Regional NET Coordinators all eager to embrace drama in their promotion of the English language in schools.  The ‘Speak Out - Act Up’ Improvised Drama Competition and the ‘Clipit’ Competitions are two drama-related events brought to secondary students in Hong Kong by the NET Section.  As Head of the Section, Mrs. Chong has been very much involved in these activities.  She has truly been a long-time witness to the many celebrations of English language learning, and a keen participant and supporter of drama and other forms of language arts.



NETs and English Teachers from EMI Schools

(in the order that they will adjudicate the 7 Drama Fest sessions from 7 – 19 April 2011)
Ms. Leonie Cotter  Wah Yan College Hong Kong  
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	Ms. Leonie Cotter has worked in education for more years than she cares to identify.  She has worked in Australia, Japan, the Emirates, and is now in Hong Kong at Wah Yan College.  Her main interest is in public speaking training and this has extended into drama in her role as Advisor to the Drama Society over the past seven years.  Seeing young people taking ownership of scripts and performances, using their passion and energy to communicate how they see the world with that particular mix of idealism and cynicism, and coming together to work collaboratively with a sense of joy, are what keep Leonie fascinated by the performances that school groups create.



Mr. David Johncock  Marymount Secondary School 
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	Mr. David Johncock's first experience of drama was when he was seven years old. He wrote a story about an elephant which his teachers were so impressed with that they decided to turn it into a play - but he still only got to play the elephant's back end! David has been teaching in Hong Kong for 13 years. He is the NET at Marymount Secondary School, where he teaches English Language and Literature in English as well as being responsible for drama. David has directed many plays for Marymount including My Fair Lady, The Importance of Being Earnest, Macbeth, A Midsummer Night's Dream, Twelfth Night, Orpheus, Much Ado About Nothing, Hamlet and The King and I.

This year he is directing Othello for a production that will be staged at Marymount in July.



Ms. Denise Richardson  Methodist College 
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	Ms. Denise Richardson, a proud Canadian, made her acting debut with her dramatic performance as Little Miss Muffit, when she threw her bowl of curds and whey, into orbit and let out a blood curdling scream, at the ripe, tender age of four.  Denise has remained loyal to her acting passion throughout her life. She has played numerous lead roles in school and community theatre productions. One of her critically acclaimed roles was playing the role of Jeannie in Brigadoon. For the last twenty five years in her role as an educator, Denise has been committed to bringing Drama into the classroom and by providing opportunities for her students to increase their self confidence as well as reap the many creative and imaginative benefits that drama and theatre provide. She wrote the IB Drama Curriculum for an international school in Singapore and in 2009, she wrote the 50th Anniversary Musical for Methodist College, where she currently teaches Drama.


Miss Phoebe Lee  Marymount Secondary School

	Miss Phoebe Lee believes that theatre stage is a platform for ideas to be shared free in action.  The methodology of theatre making is transferrable into classroom.  Students in her drama and language lessons find the teaching and atmosphere help them boost confidence and gain language fluency.  She would like to further develop ideas into action to bring forth effective teaching and happy learning in the NSS curriculum.

Phoebe has a Master’s degree from Central School of Speech and Drama in Theatre Directing and a MPhil degree from University in Hong Kong with the focus on drama and English Literature.  Prior to teaching, she has taken various theatre roles in the industry.  She has directed Beyond the Horizons and Miss Julie.  Next to teaching, she plays the consulting and producing roles to local theatre groups, competitions or showcases.
She is now teaching English and English Literature in Marymount Secondary School.



Mr. Jim Sin La Salle College 
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	After graduated from Hong Kong Polytechnic University Swire School of Design, Mr. Jim Sin worked as a special effects specialist in the production of the first special effects movie of Hong Kong, “Zu Warriors from the Magic Mountain” directed by Director Tsui Hak in 1982. Currently Jim is the teacher-in-charge of the School Drama Team of La Salle College. The Team has been participating in various drama competitions and performances annually. Jim was the stage manager in the school’s 2004 musical production “Godspell” directed by Roy Szeto. A year later, Jim directed another school musical production “Hope springs eternal”. In 2007, Jim was the director again in the first time ever home-grown musical production “Touching Hearts: The Story of St. La Salle” in celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the school. 




Miss Wong Shun Wan  Kwun Tong Government Secondary School
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	Miss Wong Shun Wan has been the teacher-in-charge of the junior English drama program and after-school English drama classes for S.1 to S.3 students since 2006 in Kwun Tong Government Secondary School. She has worked closely with the external drama teacher to ensure the classes provide a dynamic and fun experience for students and build up their confidence to use English. She has also helped to train students for inter-school drama competitions and school performances. She has been an English language teacher in secondary schools for two decades. She has a Bachelor’s degree in Education and Master’s degrees in Education and Art.




Ms. June Ho Chun Lan  Munsang College 
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	Miss June Ho’s passion for English literature, music and drama has been perpetually augmenting ever since from an assignment of cross-casting as Ronnie in The Winslow Boy in her junior high and a repertoire of children musical productions when she was a university student in the States.  Mingling her service to the Lord and the interest in performing arts, Ms Ho loves using drama in her bible lessons in school and is always on the outlook for stretching her students’ sky through diversified learning and exposure.  She enjoys sharing music, drama and language fun with her students. 



Ms. Julien Hawthorne  St. Stephen’s Girls’ College
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	Ms. Julien Hawthorne learnt to be a drama queen when growing up in a family of eleven children.  She and her siblings shared a passion for putting on plays for each other, and their long-suffering parents. School and university productions plus some amateur theatrics along the way provided opportunities for her thespian ambitions to develop and, after many years of teaching and involvement in school productions in Australia, the classrooms of St. Stephen’s Girls’ College are where she now treads the boards in the strong character role of an English teacher.




Ms. Terri Donlon  St. Stephen’s Girls’ College
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	Ms. Terri Donlon has been teaching in Hong Kong for 13 years.  She is presently teaching Literature in English at St. Stephen’s Girls’ College and is responsible for the development of drama there.  Terri has directed several in-school performances of Shakespearean plays, in addition to large-scale productions of musical dramas at the Cultural Centre.  This year, she is directing The Wizard of Oz which will be staged at the APA in July.



Mrs. Caridad C. Regan Sacred Heart Canossian College 
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	Mrs. Caridad C. Regan’s teaching career spans 20 years and 4 countries.  She has taught at EMI schools in Hong Kong since 1999.   Most of that time has been spent at Sacred Heart Canossian College where she currently teaches drama to all S.1 and 2 students, as well as English and Literature to S.3 students.  Since 2006, Caridad has worked alongside her Literature colleagues to present an annual Shakespeare play that is open to the public.  Past performances have included, A Midsummer Nights Dream and The Tempest.  As a university student in the US, Caridad majored in Literature and Education and took a few elective university-level acting and drama courses where she particularly enjoyed studying the works of modern and ancient playwrights.



Mr. James Whitman Kiangsu-Chekiang College (Shatin) 
	Mr. James Whitman has been an English teacher in Hong Kong for 10 years. And is currently the NET in Kiangsu-Chekiang College (Shatin). He teaches English and Drama to both lower and upper form students and runs drama extracurricular activities. He believes drama is an excellent way to make English more fun and dynamic and uses it as a teaching tool as much as possible. During his time as teacher he has written and directed several dramas, including large scale musicals.




Mr. Jonathan Tucker  Kiangsu-Chekiang College (Shatin)  
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	Mr. Jonathan Tucker has been teaching in Hong Kong since 2005. He is currently teaching Drama and Language Arts at Kiangsu-Chekiang College (Shatin) where he wrote and co-directed this year’s school musical. Prior to this, Jonathan worked in numerous secondary schools around Hong Kong as a Native English Drama Teacher. He graduated from The University of the West of England in 2005 where he studied Drama and Film Studies. There he focused on acting and directing, avant-garde theatre and twentieth century American drama.



