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Chairperson’s Annual Report 2007-2008

This has been a busy and exhilarating year for the Association. Our Association has maintained its work in negotiating with the Education Bureau and other educational bodies for the promotion of English education. We have also been busy promoting not only the learning of English but also life-wide learning via programmes for our students in co-operation with other bodies in the community. We are also working with a university in China to promote art.

As an Association, our primary aim is to promote the using of English as the medium of instruction in secondary schools. This year it seems that there is finally light shining in our quarter.
MOI Policy

The Government has finally decided to place more emphasis on English as a medium of instruction and to revisit its Medium of Instruction policy. They have sought the opinion of our Association in their “Adjustments” to the Medium of Instruction policy.
Members of the Executive Committee met and discussed this issue with Mr. Michael Suen, the Secretary for Education, 3 times and twice with Mr. Raymond Wong, the Permanent Secretary for Education. We also met with the Principals representing other secondary school groups such as the Subsidized Secondary Schools Council, the Grant Schools Council, the Association of Hong Kong Chinese Middle Schools and the Hong Kong Association of Heads of Secondary Schools several times to find ways and means to make these “Adjustments” acceptable to all. We also met with the Committee on Home-School Co-operation  several times. 
I have also represented our Association in talking to the press on numerous occasions, reporters of both the Chinese and English newspapers, speaking at university forums as well as participating in radio talk shows and even appearing on TV. 
Initially, the CMI schools put up a proposal according to which schools would not be allowed to inform parents of their MOI. Our members strongly objected to this and felt that our system could not survive without a strict language policy. Besides, parents have a right to information regarding the language policy of the school in which their child is studying. Quite the opposite, we proposed that schools should put the MOI of each subject onto their websites. Schools should be transparent regarding their MOI policy.
Our proposal is that instead of a school-based language policy (i.e. the whole school is either CMI or EMI), we can have a class-based language policy (i.e. there can be CMI and EMI classes in the same school). We further agreed that EMI schools/classes should meet the 3 criteria of:

(1) teachers must have the ability to teach in English, 

(2) students must also have the ability to learn in English (by EMI-capable, the EDB meant the top 40% of the Primary 6 students of the year.), 

(3) a supportive environment for learning in English.

The class-based MOI policy will enable many more students to learn in English.

We have the full support of the Committee on Home-School Co-operation. 

The EDB also finds this a good means of enabling more students to learn in English. The EDB proposes CMI schools could choose to use up to 25% of teaching time to teach in English. We do not have strong views on this. Negotiations are still continuing. 

The above proposal means that no EMI school will be converted to CMI school next year. At most, some classes may become CMI classes in Secondary I to III. After Secondary III, the school can choose to revert to EMI.
More Resources for EMI Schools

At present, each EMI school has only one NET and is entitled to at most $0.5 million for English Enhancement programmes while each CMI school can have 2 NETs and up to $3 million for English Enhancement programmes. Under the new “Adjusted” MOI policy, the EDB will no longer recognise CMI or EMI schools. In that case, EMI schools should not be discriminated against. We have written to the Secretary for Education and talked at length with the Under Secretary Mr. Kenneth Chen regarding this and requested equal treatment regarding resources. We would like to have 2 NETs and another $2.5 million for English enhancement for each EMI school. We believe that we need these resources to improve the English standard of our students. At present, only 18% of Hong Kong students attain Level 4 (equivalent to “C”) or above at HKCEE. But with our present resources, it would be very difficult, if not impossible, to make any further improvement.
The Hong Kong Institute of Education

The University Grants Committee wrote to solicit our views on whether the Institute of Education should become a university. We wrote to say that as the education sector is the single biggest employer of university graduates, the Institute should become a university and nurture graduates who specialise in teaching.

Lions Clubs Environmental Essay Competition

This year, there were 300 entries from 60 member schools. Students have to write an essay on antipollution. Those short-listed then gave presentations. The 30 finalist were awarded with trips to 18 countries including countries in America, Europe and Asia. For some, it was a complete free trip while others had to pay their own airfare but room and board was free. The Lions Clubs all over the world sponsored this. This is the 9th year we have worked in partnership with the Lions Clubs and the Government’s Environmental Protection Department. It has been a meaningful project as it is a means of promoting anti-pollution education. It also provides a life-wide learning experience that takes students all over the world.

The Summer Exchange Programme 2008
54 students from 18 of our member schools participated in the 2-week programme conducted by 4 Tutors from Harvard University in Shaukeiwan Government Secondary School. We would like to thank the School for so kindly allowing us to use it as the venue for this programme. The 2-week programme included lectures, speech sessions, drama, debate, cultural events and outings such as visit  to a museum with the tutors in small groups.
This course is deemed very useful as most of our classes are big and there is insufficient time for training students for public speeches and drama etc.
Drama Fest 2008

30 teachers from 23 schools took part in the drama workshops given by Ms. Tanya Kempston, Teacher Advisor of the NET Section at the EDB. 
For the Drama Performances, 40 schools took part. The initial rounds took place in True Light Girls’ College, Maryknoll Convent School, Kiangsu-Chekiang College (Shatin), St. Stephen’s Girls’ College and Shaukeiwan Government Secondary School. And the 16 adjudicators included Dr. David Jiang (Dean of Drama, HKAPA), Mr. Ko Tin Lung  (Artistic Director of Chung Ying Theatre Co.), Mr. Simon Tham (Head of NET Section, EDB) as well as the Chief Adjudicator Mr. Irving Koo (Chairman, HKEAA) and teachers from various schools.

Seven outstanding dramas were performed in Sheung Wan Civic Centre, booked by SCOLAR on 10 May. The sound system of the Centre was highly commendable. Mr. Chris Wardlaw, Deputy Secretary of EDB, presented the trophies to the winners.

The driving force behind all this was Mrs. Liliana Kung, Chairman of our Drama Fest Sub-committee. HKEdCity video-taped the dramas for us. May I take this opportunity to thank all those who participated, the actors, the adjudicators as well as the organisers for making it such a successful, happy and educational experience for us all. Mr. Chan Hon Ling and Mr. Chan Shiu Choy made DVDs of the Outstanding Performances for our member schools. This year, we have requested schools to give us the scripts of their plays. They have kindly granted copyright to our member schools to use these scripts for educational purposes.

Co-operation with the Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce
Once again, our Association co-sponsored the Business-School Partnership Programme with the Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce. 11 companies were matched with 14 schools. Business executives visited schools to give talks and students visited companies to learn more about commerce in Hong Kong and the use of English in the workplace.
Art Competition
Our Association is co-sponsoring the Xu Bei Hong Arts Competition for Young Adults and Children（徐悲鴻盃青少年兒童美術比賽）with Xu Bei Hong School of Arts, Renmin University of China（中國人民大學徐悲鴻藝術研究院）and their Hong Kong representative Hong Kong Kam Sing Arts Association（香港金聲藝術協會）.
We expect that about one third of the entries from our member schools will be selected to be displayed at an Art Exhibition in the Hong Kong Central Library this December. Selected works will also be compiled and published. While students from all schools may take part in the Competition, only students from our member schools are eligible for the full scholarships that will enable them to visit Renmin University of China, Beijing and study art for a week together with university students. The art works have been collected already and our art teachers will short-list them for exhibition this December.

May I take this opportunity to thank all member schools, especially members of the Executive Committee, those elected and those co-opted, for their hard work throughout the year. Without their dedication, our Association could not have achieved as much nor have been so successful.  

 Rosalind Chan


 Chairperson

